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General math students are finishing the rules of exponents 

and scientific notation.  Classes will begin transformations 

in October.  

Algebra 1 wrapped up operations with polynomials and 

will be working on factoring polynomials and algebraic 

fractions in October.  

Students have been exploring their textual lineage and how this im-

pacts their growth as readers.   

Classes took the Scholastic Reading Inventory in September to provide 

a benchmark lexile.   

Lessons have focused on character development, annotating, and re-

flecting on reading.   

Our first whole class text of the year is Flowers for Algernon.   
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Students are preparing for the transition to high school, making eighth grade an 

especially exciting year.  To help families stay involved, a monthly newsletter will 

be posted to the grade level website.  Curriculum information and upcoming 

events will be shared.  If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach 

out to the team.     

Welcome Back! 



During the month of September, students explored Reconstruction, the time following the Civil 

War.  The 13th-15th Amendments, social, economic issues, success and failure were exam-

ined.  Through the analysis of document based questions (DBQs), students applied their ELA skills to 

write an extended response about Reconstruction.  Segregation and landmark court cases were ex-

plored and interpreted. Students enjoyed debating the issue of "successful failure" with their peers as 

well as completing an assembly line activity.   Students began studying the Industrial Age and its im-

pact on society. Current events and the upcoming presidential election will continue to be discussed 

into October.  

Specials Spotlight: Information Literacy 
Eighth grade students have been in with their ELA 

classes to review accessing and utilizing the library 

catalog to choose books at their lexile level. Filtering a 

search for both reading level and interest, students are 

learning to narrow down their choices in order to 

quickly find their selection and use it toward their 

classroom. Students have been encouraged to obtain 

library cards and shown a quick link on the library cat-

alog to access our Greenwood Lake public library to 

expand the number of book choices available to them.  

Social Studies 

Page 2 8th Grade Team 

To kick off the school-year, science classes reviewed the steps of the Scientific Method us-

ing examples from experiments.  This helped provide meaningful connections to real-

world situations they may encounter.  To culminate the unit, classes visited the science lab 

to familiarize themselves with safety procedures.  Students are applying their knowledge 

by conducting their own experiments for a project due October 14th.     

As we move into October, classes are working on metric conversions to support accurate 

measurements while experimenting.  Students are applying their knowledge of metric con-

versions through measurement activities.   

The Living Environment class is studying organic chemistry and will be moving into a unit 

on ecology. 

Science 
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Spanish 

After School Activities 
Soccer, volleyball, and cross country are in full swing!  Check out a game to support the teams.  

After school clubs will be starting soon.  Meeting information is announced during homeroom 

or can be found on the school website.  Activities include:  

 Bowling Club  

 Ski Club  

 Film Production and Editing  

 Lego/Robotics Club  

 Art Club  

 Coding Club  

 Student Council  

 Intramurals  
 

Hola a todos! In the month of September in la clase de español, we were 

reviewing basic skills, learning about personal ID questions, and how to 

respond; questions such as "What is your name?" and "What do you like to 

do?"  

We also largely focused on communication, integrating music and group 

activities, while building self-confidence when learning in the Spanish lan-

guage.  

In the near future, we will continue to build upon these skills with a focus on 

communication, practicing dialogues, and we will also add more writing to 

daily instruction.  

Physical Education 
We have gotten off to an outstanding start to the school year.  Our 

students have already begun working hard on their fitnessgram 

training, specifically the importance of warming up and cooling 

down, and cardiovascular fitness.  The students also have already 

taken their pre-test in the pacer test.   On top of that we are wrapping up our soccer unit which the stu-

dent's always excel at.  We will be moving onto our football unit next.  


